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JAMES MATTESON, M. I). 



BY F. P. MATZ, M. St\, PII, I). 

DR. JAMES MATTESON was born at Greenwich, Kent county, R. I., March 
28th, 1819. He had few and limited opportunities for improvement in 
early life, and toiled in factories and on the farm with his father until 
twenty years of age, when he left the parental roof, relying entirely upon his 
own energy and industry. 

After obtaining a limited education he decided to l>ecome a machinist, 
for which calling he posses sed most excellent natural abilities. He accordingly 
went to Salem, Massachusetts for the purpose of entering upon his chosen pur- 
suit, but wa6 there persuaded to abandon it. 

He then turned his attention to school teaching, which he followed for 
some years in the Eastern States and Pennsylvania. In this worthy and honor- 
able calling he labored earnestly and studied as time and circumstances permit- 
ted, and by thus using every available opportunity he obtained a liberal 
education. 

He finally abandoned teaching and emigrated from Pennsylvania to 
Mt. Upton, Chenango Co., N. Y., where he studied medicine, and graduated 
at Geneva, N. Y., with honors, in 1849. Ho then returned to his native state 
and practiced medicine two years, at the expiration of which time he again re- 
turned to the state of New York, and settled in Wayne county, where he was 
married to Miss Emily Swift, June 18, 1851. After three years' parctice of 
medicine in that county he located in DeKalb, Illinois, where he remained until 
his death. Decern tar 15, 1876, having died of pulmonary congestion. 

He was a well-read physician and a man of much general information. 
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He possessed extra abilities as a mathematician, and contributed to the (Vtrrmi- 
val, the Analyst, and other mathematical papers. 

During the last years of his life he often expressed a desire to visit 
once more his native home in Rhode Island, which desire he gratified after an 
absence of twenty years in the months of August and Septomber, 187H, visiting 
many old friends and correspondents and viewing the scenes of his childhood 
and early youth. He also visited the centennial on his way home. 

The life of Dr. Jame* Matteson was not, in the estimation of many a 
success, because he did not accumulate property and make a show in the world, 
yet his life was nevertheless a most glorious success. He possessed a great 
knowledge, and had trained himself to most excellent habits. He was a man 
of pure moral character and what may truly be called a Christian gentleman, 
and was trusted and respected in the community where he lived. 

That is a successful life in which there is honesty, truth, virtue and 
Christianity, and these were prominent in the life of Dr. James Matteson. All 
that he did was done conscientiously, and he would not deviate from what he 
considered right for any worldly interests which might be offered him. 

From 1860 to 1868 he wrote over one hundred mathematical letters to 
Professor David Trowbridge, besides many to Professors Robinson, Perkins, 
Evans, and Ficklin, Dr. Hart, and Dr. Hendricks. Some of his problems, of 
which he originated many, are so difficult that the simplest cases have never 
been completely solved. In this Department he sometimes appeared over the 
pseudonym of "Iago. M A few years ago he published a pamphlet containing a 
hundred and twenty-five choice problems. In 1888, Dr. Artimas Martin pub- 
lished a collection of 24 Diophantine Problems and their Solutions, which were 
compiled by Dr. Matteson. One of his problems is styled 'The Elephant," it 
l>eing so ponderous as to include a score or two of problems in Diophnntine 
Analysis, of which branch of mathematics, and also with Indeterminate An- 
alysis, he was especially fond. 

Dr. Matteson was a Baptist by profession, and one in whom religion 
and high moral worth were paramount to mere denominational servitude. A 
few years ago he with a few others succeeded in bringing a preaelier to j-u*ti<ct y 
(a task always very difficult of performance) for doing which he suddenly 
found his connection with the church had been severed. 
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SAMUEL GARDNER CAG WIN. 



BY B. F. BURLESON. 



AMUEL GARDNER CAGW1N was born in Oneida county, State of New 
I York about sixty years ago. He had only a cam m on school education 
with the exception of a term or two in the New London Academy. 



